Boise State University

ScholarWorks
IPS/BAS 495 Undergraduate Capstone Projects

Student Research

Fall 2022

Connecting Homeschool Families with Information and
Resources
Sara M. Szczesiul
Boise State University

Running head: CONNECTING HOMESCHOOL FAMILIES WITH INFORMATION AND
RESOURCES

1

Connecting Homeschool Families with Information and Resources
Sara M. Szczesiul
Boise State University

Author Note
Interdisciplinary Professional Studies Online, Boise State University, Mentor Margaret
Sass, J.D., Ed.D., Semester, Fall 2022, action project report.
saraszczesiul@u.boisestate.edu

2
Abstract
This capstone project focused on identifying a need in the community for information on
options and resources for home education in Idaho to be made transparent and accessible to the
public, to assist families who may be considering home education as an option for their children.
Employing an action approach, I created a website by which the community may access
information on the various home education options available in Idaho, the laws and regulations
that govern home education in the state, and some of the resources that are available to aid in the
home education process.
Keywords: “home education”, “homeschool”, “charter school”, “website”, “education”
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Section 1: Introduction to your Capstone Project
Five years ago, when my oldest son was in kindergarten, we realized that, despite an
amazing teacher in a wonderful school district, traditional public school was not a good fit for
him. My curious little five-year-old, who had always had a natural enthusiasm for learning, was
having his creativity smothered, and I worried that his self-esteem would be negatively impacted
because he was having difficulty fitting into the public-school mold. I knew that I wanted to
remove him from that environment, but I had no idea what other options were available. I can
vividly remember spending hours at my computer researching alternative educational options for
my son before finally deciding to withdraw him from the school and begin our journey of home
education.
Over the past five years, I have learned a lot about home education, and I have found
many options and resources that I wasn’t aware of when I first started homeschooling. I have
always been very passionate about sharing what I have learned with other families who may be
new to the idea of home education. In 2020, when COVID hit and the schools in my area closed,
I had the opportunity to share what I knew about home education with countless families in my
community, and I realized just how helpful it could be for families who are new to home
education to have someone walk them through the options available and connect them with
resources they could use to get started.
When the time came to propose a problem in my community that I would work on, I
wanted to use my passion for helping other families who are new to home education to make a
positive impact on the community. I identified the problem statement as: many parents and
guardians are unaware of the variety of options available for educating their children at home in
the state of Idaho. I determined that my solution to the problem would be to create a website with

4
all the information an Idaho family would need if they were considering pursuing home
education. I spent time researching homeschool laws and regulations in Idaho, home education
options including public and private online schools, and free and low-cost curriculum options. I
then created an easy to navigate website that compiled all this information into one place. I then
shared the website with various homeschool groups throughout the community.
Section 2: Elements coming together
Innovative Approach
My approach was innovative because I took a problem and used new skills which I had to
acquire to create something new to solve the problem. I had never created a website before, so
this was a new skill that I had to learn before I could complete the capstone project. I showed
innovative thinking by stepping outside of my comfort zone to learn a brand-new skill for my
project. The type of noninnovative thinking that I would have used prior to the Interdisciplinary
Professional Studies program would have led me to seek out a solution that was more within my
comfort zone.
Emotional Intelligence
The work I completed indicates an awareness of self and others. My work indicates an
awareness of self because I chose a project that has personal meaning to me which I feel
passionate about. I demonstrated self-awareness in my project by asking “what” questions. I
asked myself what is an issue that is important to me? What do I feel passionate about? What do
I already know about the issue? And what do I have to offer others regarding this topic? I
demonstrated an awareness of others by speaking to other homeschool families in my research
and asking them “what” questions as well. I asked them what they already know about
homeschooling options in Idaho, what they wish they would have known when they were first
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starting their homeschool journey, and what it is that they still have questions about or need help
with. I asked them what type of platform would be helpful for them to learn the information and
what would have been most helpful for them when they were first getting started. My awareness
of others changed as I moved along in the project, because at first, I was focusing heavily on my
own past experiences but as I moved deeper into the project, I began spending more time trying
to understand the problem from the perspective of other stakeholders. My approach and
recommendations considered the emotional intelligence of the audience because the information
on the website I created centers around the “what” questions that I asked my stakeholders.
My research is valuable to others because it addressed a need in the homeschooling
community and provided a tangible solution to meet that need. Now, families have greater access
to information on the options that are available to them. Having access to this information will
reduce barriers and make home-education a possibility for more families.
Creative Thinking
I drew significantly on my creative framework to approach this project in several ways,
including the selection of a problem to solve, my chosen method of approaching the problem,
and my creative execution of the solution. When I was first considering possible projects and
problems to solve a couple of months ago, I initially considered issues that were somewhat
generic and cliche. I was thinking about problems and projects that I have participated in before
such as a food drive or a hygiene drive. They were good ideas and worthwhile projects, but they
weren’t very creative. When I started to think outside the box of what I knew a “service project”
to be, I was able to think creatively about which problems and projects felt meaningful to me. By
thinking creatively about what service learning could look like, I landed on an idea that was
meaningful to me. My method of approaching the problem was unique, and I was able to execute
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creativity in the design of my website and the fonts, images, layout, and information presented.
Designing my website was an exercise in growth and creativity.
My approach was unique because I spent time thinking about how I could combine my
two main fields of study, which are Interdisciplinary professional studies and Cyber Operations,
into one project that would unify the two disciplines for my Capstone. I wanted my project to
creatively combine those two fields into something meaningful for the homeschooling
community which I am a part of. I ended up selecting an action approach of creating a website,
which reached far beyond my comfort zone and was something that I had never done before. A
less creative solution would have focused on something more comfortable that I already knew
how to do, such as organizing homeschool group meet-ups, or creating a paper pamphlet as a
guide to homeschooling for beginners. Instead, I thought creatively and selected a solution that
would challenge me and would successfully combine my two areas of emphasis. My approach
was unique, not because a website is unique, but because it uniquely combines my two areas of
emphasis with a project that serves a unique community.
Your Innovative Solution
The innovative process was used from the very beginning of my project and throughout
each of the steps along the way. I began the innovative process by generating ideas of what types
of problems I might be interested in trying to solve. I spent a lot of time in this stage carefully
thinking through potential problems until I landed on something that I felt truly passionate about.
Next, I thought innovatively about how I might best approach the problem with a solution that
would meet the needs of the stakeholders. Once I had my problem narrowly defined and a
potential solution selected, I was ready to begin the next stage of the innovation process by
implementing my solution and designing my website.
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My solution was more innovative than other approaches because I chose a solution that
stretched my knowledge and capabilities by doing something I have never done before. A noninnovative approach would have led me to stick within my comfort zone by choosing a project
and solution that was more familiar to me and something that I had done before. By choosing to
do something I had never done before, I showed innovation and challenged myself to grow.
Section 3: Results
My project has resulted in substantial benefits to the stakeholders. I was able to share my
project with ten stakeholders in the homeschooling community to receive their feedback. The
qualitative feedback I received from the stakeholders assured me that my project met the goal of
providing relevant information and that the result will be beneficial to families in the homeschool
community.
The key benefits to stakeholders resulting from my project include increased awareness
of school from home options, an understanding of the different types of school options and what
each type entails, a resource for families to find free and low-cost curriculum options, and a
place to find information on the homeschooling requirements in Idaho. Having this information
benefits families who are looking for information about homeschooling and can help them in
making informed decisions about their child’s education. Another benefit is that my project
provides information about sources of funding for home education, which can be an enormous
benefit to families who wish to homeschool but are worried about the costs.
One stakeholder who I shared my project with was able to utilize one of the funding
programs I outlined to purchase a new laptop and tablet for her children so that they can begin
attending some online classes. This mother has been homeschooling her children for years, but
she told me that she had been contemplating for weeks to try to figure out a way to afford to
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bring some technology into her homeschool on her family’s tight budget. My project connected
that mother with information about a program that could help with some of the costs of
homeschooling, and the benefit is that her children are now able to enhance their education
through technology and online classes. Her experience is a good example of the benefits of my
project and what I hope it will do for other families.
Section 4: Conclusion
I anticipated that my project would be a helpful resource to families who are new to
homeschooling and seeking information on how to begin the process. One surprising result is
that the project seems to be beneficial to experienced homeschool families and not just new
families or families who are considering homeschooling because they were previously unaware
of some of the available resources I included on the website. My intent was to provide a benefit
for families who are just starting out, but I did not anticipate that more experienced
homeschoolers could still benefit from the project.
If I could begin the project over again, I would allow more time to investigate additional
curriculum resources to be added to my website. I have a good list of curriculum options on my
website currently, but there are so many wonderful curriculum options available that I would
love to add more. I hope to be able to add additional resources to my website in the future.
Overall, I am pleased with the outcome of my project. I was able to acquire a new skill in
learning to create a website which will benefit me in my professional future. The project also
allowed me the opportunity to practice soft skills such as collaborating with others regarding the
content of the website, thinking creatively, and planning and executing a large project
successfully. Most importantly, my project had a positive impact on the homeschool community
and will continue to be a valuable resource into the future.
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